
 
 

 

   

   
 
 
 
 
 
Message from the President 
 
The Management Board wish all our members a Happy, 
Prosperous and Peaceful 2016.  
 
After almost a year at the helm, I am beginning to realise just 
how much work Alan and Pat Camplin Smith did and for that we 
thank them again. I should like to thank my Board, especially 
Jackie Billings who has taken on the brunt of the paperwork, 
and the Fiscal Committee, for the work they have done and 
continue to do this year. Zelia Santos also deserves our thanks, 
as she now mans the emergency telephone permanently – as so 
many of our requests come from Portuguese speakers, this 
seems the best answer. Our shop managers and volunteers also 
deserve a mention for their continued good work keeping our 
three shops open and functioning so well. 
 
We are continuing to help people with sterilisations and even 
more so with emergency treatments, many of which relate to 
road accidents of pets belonging to Portuguese families who are 
on a small pension of €300  per month or less and who could 
not have considered a large vet bill. They have been immensely 
grateful for APAA’s help. 
 
At the end of the year we will have spent approximately 
€45,000 in veterinary bills and helped many people’s beloved 
animals back to good health. None of this would have been 
possible without people who support us, either by coming to 
our many functions, taking out membership or shopping in our 
charity shops. 
 
September Quiz 
 
The September Quiz went off very well, with a wide selection of 
questions that seemed to suit most people. The winning table, 
part resident and part holiday makers enjoyed a quiz prize of 
wines and chocolates. 
 
We had some good comments about the food on offer, all 
catered by our Board Members and Pat Camplin Smith. The 
event raised just under €600 after expenses. 
 

               
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dinner/Dance at O Caseiro 
 
October saw a number of  members and guests dancing the 
evening away at O Caseiro. The band, Nightshift, had almost 
everyone on their feet (including the restaurant staff), following 
a good meal of bacalhau com natas and/or roast pork. We were 
bopping away to music we all knew and loved – that from the 
50s to the 90s. Nightshift have kindly agreed to perform for us 
again at their special charity rate in March and October, so 
watch out for the poster and join us for a fun evening. 
 
Italian Themed Dinner 
 

               
 
            Table set with a variety of Italian starters 
 
Our latest event took place on January 23

rd
 which was an Italian 

Themed Dinner held at Trattoria Brisa Sol. Pat and Alan Camplin 
Smith once again kindly opened their home to members and 
guests for this venture. We had a successful evening with Italian 
food prepared by Board Members, and we have since received a 
number of compliments from satisfied people. 
 

                     
 
A selection of guests enjoying APAAs  Italian Themed Evening 
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Shelly’s Story 
 

              
 
 
In June last year, Shelly, a little dog belonging to Lydia Pessoa, 
was hit by a van which drove off, leaving her with several 
fractures on her hips and legs. That night Lydia and her husband 
took Shelly to the local vet who refused to even look at her until 
they had paid €275 up front. They returned with the money and 
staff took Shelly to be ‘observed’ overnight. 
 
Returning the next morning, the vet informed Lydia that X-rays 
showed that Shelly had two fractures and that surgery would 
cost around €1,000. There would also be additional costs 
incurred for hospitalisation. Lydia asked if it would be possible 
to pay for the surgery in instalments but the vet refused. 
Instead, he suggested that a cheaper option – €600  – would be 
to amputate, something the family refused to agree to. 
 
In desperation Lydia and her family contacted the Municipal vet 
to see if they could help and he suggested contacting APAA, 
who advised them to take Shelly to Villapet for a second 
opinion. Villapet immediately gave Shelly pain relief, advised 
that the initial surgery would cost €350, and helped Lydia 
complete an application for financial assistance from APAA. 
 
It was subsequently discovered that Shelly had not two, but five 
fractures and needed two further operations. Villapet also 
sterilised her to avoid further problems. APAA paid for 
everything except the initial €275 paid to the local vet. 
 
Shelly is now well and leading a fairly normal life. Lydia and her 
family will forever be grateful to both APAA and Villapet for 
their help and care.  
 
 

                
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dates for your Diary 
 
5

th
 March – dinner/dance at O Caseiro, Arão with                                                  

                      ‘Nightshift’ 
 
3

rd
 April – Annual General Assembly, Holiday Inn,                               

                   Armacāo de Pēra, followed by lunch  
                   (Venue to be confirmed)   
 
16th April – Quiz Lunch at Vivenda Brisa Sol 
 
14

th
 May – Spring Fair – Vivenda Brisa Sol 

 
19

th
 June – Volunteers Lunch – Vivenda Brisa Sol 

 
25

th
 June – Dinner and magic with Paul Phillipart -                                       

                     Vivenda Brisa Sol 
 
23

rd
 July - Themed Dinner – Vivenda Brisa Sol 

 
August – Free 
 
10

th
 September – Quiz Night – Vivenda Brisa Sol 

 
8

th
 October – Last lunch of the summer – 

                         Vivenda Brisa Sol; 
 
22

nd 
October – Dinner/Dance – O Caseiro, Arão with  

                           ‘Nightshift’ 
 
19

th 
November – Dinner – Venue to be announced 

 
November? – International School Christmas Fair  
 
December - Free 


