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afpop EA Local Newsletter: December 

Dear members & friends  
Hello everyone from a chilly UK!  As most of you know I am here helping my daughter to celebrate her 50th birthday - her party 

was a night to remember!  And we are still continuing… next Saturday I take her on the Belmont  British Pullman Steam Train (part 

of the Orient Express) for a 5 course lunch, then, two days later, I head back to home to the Algarve on the 16th December all 

ready for our Christmas Cocktail Dinatoire.  My Newsletter is limited at the moment as I do not have access to my PC, only my 

Grandson’s old laptop. 

Our Douro trip was a huge success.  Pat Allen, the AEO from the Lagos area, was the brain child of the trip and did a sterling job 

liaising with the cruise company sorting them out.  Over 1500 emails were exchanged between Pat and me organising table plans, 

cabin allocations and various other things to make the trip a success.  There were 135 of us cruising up the Douro with 90+ booked 

via the East.  The trip was definitely more than eventful from start to finish, excellent service, entertainment and food.  Wine 

flowed freely, plus we had some interesting cocktails each day!  The cruise will be a hard act to follow, so I have decided that this 

will be my last joint trip - it’s time I slowed down a bit!  ☺  Something I have said many times before, but with Graeme approaching 

70 next year and me the year after, I now need to pay more attention to myself.   

January is always event free—time for our bodies to recover after the Christmas and New Year 

festivities. I have started planning our 2020 events and I already have dates lined up.  A Leap Year 

event on February 28th and I have already booked Vila Monte for Thursday 19th November for 

our next Wine Tasting Dinner - it’s two days before Graeme’s 70th—what a night that will be! 

BUT we still have one remaining event of this year - December 19th: Christmas Cocktail Dînatoire  - It's less 

formal than a sit down dinner.  It's classy, it's tasty and it's convivial!  

It’s a “posh” drinks and nibbles party.  More than canapés, it’s a 

walking buffet.  At the end of the evening you will feel as if you have 

had a dinner!  Bookings are going very well with 70+ places already 

reserved.  I can still take more, my cut off is the 16th December! 

Vila Monte is offering great overnight rates if you want a mini break 

before Christmas!  See page 2. 

As a reminder to those of you who do not know;  my Newsletter goes out to all social members in the East Algarve, the Loule area 

for the last 10 (-ish) years and over the last year the Albufeira area until they get an AEO.  If you no longer wish to receive my 

Newsletter please let me know and I can remove you from the New Year. 

I will be in contact again when I return to the Algarve in a weeks time.  I hope to see many of you soon. 

Cuide-se 

Linda 

 
Coffee & Chat Morning  

The next is: Wednesday 29th JANUARY 2020  
   10.30 to 12.30 Pedras da Rainha Club Hous 

More information in the next Newsletter 
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What’s to drink? 
• Sparkling wine  
• Kia Royal (sparkling wine with crème de cassis) 

• Hot Mulled Wine  
• White & Red Wine  
• Healthy Cosmopolitan (no alcohol) 

Something a bit different this year!  It’s NOT a Dinner Dance, it’s NOT on a Friday, 

plus it’s later in December 

What is a Cocktail Dînatoire ? ☺  

It's less formal than a sit down dinner.  It's classy, it's tasty and it's convivial!  It’s a “posh” 

drinks and nibbles party.  More than canapés, it’s a walking buffet.  

Between 8.00 to 10.00 you will be served eight different types of canapés.   

At the end of the evening you will feel as if you have had a dinner!   

Your glass will be continuously topped-up by passing waiters, or you 

can go to one of the drink stations and select your choice of “tipple” from the selection 

No Formal seating! 

• You can mingle and chat to friends 
• You can sit at one of the lounge areas  
• You can stand at one of the tall cocktail tables 
• You can go to the outside heated seating area  

I have already taken 70+ bookings…. Closing date 16th December 

Book your places now • Payment in advance 

Christmas Cocktail Dînatoire  
Vila Monte Farm House ⚫ Laranjal Restaurant  

Thursday 19th December 7.30 to 10.30 

Members €38.00 Non-Members €40.00 

Fully inclusive of drinks, musician  

& Santa's ticket draw 

Special Room Rates … maybe a nice little break just before Christmas? 
Superior Room  105.00€ per night, double occupancy with breakfast included 
Deluxe Room     120.00€ per night, double occupancy with breakfast included  

Starting with three cold, then three warm and finally two sweet. 
• Cold Canapes: Mango shot with vodka and spearmint •  Brown bread toast with smoked 

salmon • Beef tartare 

• Hot Canapes: Mini chicken skewer with pineapple & yogurt sauce with curry •  Tempura 
shrimp with sweet &  sour sauce • Foie gras with pear and port 

• Dessert Canapes: Cheesecake with red fruits, coulis & almond biscuit • Mini opera torte 
(coffee, cookies & chocolate) 

This will be served with mulled red wine  

Background music from  

Stuart McCole 

A mixture of Christmas 

Classics, retro & popular 


